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already impeached. If such unspeakable traitors are
permitted to go to Japan, nothing will suit the
Japanese better, and the negotiations must inevitably
result in our being badly cheated by these per-
nicious robbers. Japan's strength is purely super-
ficial ; as a matter of fact, she is rotten to the core;
if now we are debarred from compelling Japan to
fight a decisive battle, if we meekly accept terms
dictated by these low-born dwarfs, we are simply
in the position of a tributary State, and cannot be
described as equals in any treaty that may be made.
In other words, our glorious Empire is not only being
ruined by muddlers, but sold by traitors. There is
not a single subject of the Throne who does not
gnash his teeth with rage, and long to sink them in the
flesh of Li Hung-chang.

" There are not lacking people who declare that this
humiliating policy of peace has been prompted by the
Empress Dowager's Chief Eunuch, Li Lien-ying.
For myself, I do not care to attach undue importance
to tea-house gossip, but as the Empress Dowager has
now handed over the reins of government to your
Majesty, how can you possibly justify your position
before your ancestors and to your subjects, if you
permit her still to dictate to you, or to interfere in
the business of the State ? What sort of a person is
this Li Lien-ying, who dares to interfere in government
matters ? If there be any truth whatsoever in the
rumour, it is assuredly incumbent upon your Majesty
to inflict severe punishment on this creature, if only
because of that house-law of your dynasty which for-
bids eunuchs to concern themselves in State affairs,

" The truth is that the Throne has been intimidated
by Li Hung-chang, and has taken his statements for
granted, while the Grand Council, chiefly composed of
Li's humble and obedient servants, shields him from
detection and punishment, fearing that, if thwarted,
he may raise the standard of rebellion. Its members